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Top Story 

Don’t forget to 

ask emission 

inspection and 

core business 

customers if they 

would like their 

registration 

renewed. 

Emissions waiver repair cost limit increases 

to $1,176―effective July 1, 2026 

The repair cost limit for all model year vehicles subject to emissions 
testing will increase to $1,176, effective July 1, 2026. This figure is 
adjusted annually by the DNR per NR 485.045. 

Vehicles subject to emissions testing 
that continue to fail may be eligible for 
a cost waiver if actual costs of 
emissions related repairs exceed the 
repair cost limit. Only repairs that are 
related to the vehicle's cause of failure 
can be used to apply for a cost 
waiver. Costs covered by any warranty 
or costs to repair/replace emissions 
control equipment that has been 
removed, modified, or disconnected 
are excluded. 

The owner must have emissions 
related repairs performed on the 
vehicle at a Recognized Repair Facility 
to qualify for waiver consideration. A 
list of Recognized Repair Facilities 
may be found at the Wisconsin Vehicle 
Inspection Program website.  

New seminar 

with Jeff Gahan 

announced for 

June 24th. See 

page 2 for 

details. 

https://www.wisconsinvip2.org/FindATestCenter
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If you need to order supplies or replacement stickers  
and you would prefer to email Opus, please send to  

 
WImanagement@opusinspection.com.   
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 The Technician’s Bench 

Jeff Gahan leads quarterly seminar on June 24th 

Phase 2 training session covers vehicle CAN diagnostic networks 

Our next quarterly seminar will be held on Wednesday June 24th from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. 

at MATC's Mequon Campus automotive center (5555 Highland Rd, Mequon, WI 53092).  

Join us for a focused training session on 

vehicle CAN network diagnostic skills phase 

2 training session for automotive 

technicians. Building on the fundamentals of 

CAN communication, this seminar focuses 
on complex network architectures, advanced 

fault diagnosis, and real-world 

troubleshooting techniques used in today's 

vehicles. Participants will explore gateway 

modules, multiple network configurations, 

high-speed and low-speed CAN systems, and 

the interaction between CAN and other 

vehicle communication protocols. 

The benefit of having the seminar at MATC's Mequon Campus is the ability to teach in a 

classroom setting but then be able to put that teaching into practice with live vehicles.  Jeff 

allows time for each participant to get some hands-on experience with scan tools and vehicle 

diagnostics.  These seminars are meant to enhance a technician’s overall knowledge base, 
and all are welcome. The seminar is free to attend. 

Please RSVP to  WImanagement@opusinspection.com or call (262) 641-5217.     

Photo credit: Mike Daury 

mailto:WImanagement@opusinspection.com
mailto:WImanagement@opusinspection.com


Page 3  

 

The Analyzer The Analyzer Volume 2, Issue 9  
June 2026 

 The Inspector’s Bay 

SAE J1979-2 (often referred to as OBDonUDS) is the modern diagnostic standard that mandates the use of Unified Diagnostic 

Services (UDS) over Controller Area Networks (CAN) for reading emission-related vehicle data. It provides enhanced troubleshooting 

features compared to legacy OBD II (SAE J1979). See story on page 4. 

Have you heard about SAE J1979-2? 

Continued on page 4. 
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What to know about UDS and SAE J1979-2 

Unified Diagnostic Services (UDS) is an international diagnostic communication standard that 
defines how scan tools exchange requests and responses with vehicle electronic control units. It 
is replacing the long-standing OBD-II emissions diagnostic framework through SAE J1979-2, also 
known as OBDonUDS, which is already appearing in many 2025 model year vehicles and is 
expected to be fully implemented by 2027. The transition expands diagnostic capability by 
allowing far more data identifiers and longer diagnostic trouble codes while continuing to use 
existing vehicle communication networks such as CAN and CAN FD. For inspection and 
maintenance programs, the shift has practical implications: scan tools, testing devices, and 
program software will need to be validated for J1979-2 readiness. 

Look for more stories about UDS and SAE J1979-2 in future editions of The Analyzer. 
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J1979-2 table continued from page 3. 
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 Program News 

Benefits to becoming a Recognized Repair Facility with the 
Wisconsin Vehicle Inspection Program  

Motorists in southeastern Wisconsin seek emissions related 
repairs for vehicles that cannot pass the emissions inspection, a 
biennial requirement for most vehicles to complete registration 
renewal or at the time a vehicle changes ownership.   

A repair business achieves recognition if it has at least one 
technician with advanced emissions related training (see details 
below) and has completed the registration process with the 
Wisconsin Vehicle Inspection Program (WIVIP). 

Repair facilities meeting recognition criteria can realize the 
following advantages: 

 Increased business:  Accurate repairs yield satisfied 
customers and word-of-mouth referrals from family and friends. 

 Free advertising: Only a list of recognized repair facilities is provided to motorists at the time of 
the vehicle’s failure or rejection.  There is also a special section on the program website 
(https://www.wisconsinvip2.org/) that lists recognized repair facilities. 

 Increased credibility:  A recognized repair facility is one of a select group of repair facilities 
distinguished for having technicians with advanced emissions repair training. 

 Standing out:  Only DTC-related emissions repair work performed at a recognized repair facility 
is eligible for waiver consideration.  

How to become recognized 

If your facility employs at least one technician with ASE L1 certification, or is a franchised new car 
dealership, it is one step away from becoming a recognized repair facility. 

You may register your facility, free of charge,  with the Wisconsin Vehicle Inspection Program 
(WIVIP) by completing the application (listed under Forms and Downloads on the program 
website). 

Once recognized, your facility will appear on the WIVIP website, as well as on handouts to 
customers. 

If you would like to become recognized, but need to be certified or recertify, you can find 
information regarding the ASE process at www.ase.com. 

Interested in joining the WIVIP team as a PIF?  

It’s easy! Contact Bob Patzer 

Phone: (262) 282-5598  

Email: Bob.Patzer@Opusinspection.com 

https://www.wisconsinvip2.org/
https://www.wisconsinvip2.org/FindATestCenter
https://wivip-media.wisconsinvip2.org/PublicMedia/RecognizedRepairFacilityApplication.pdf
https://www.wisconsinvip2.org/
http://www.ase.com/
mailto:Bob.Patzer@Opusinspection.com

